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Gallico, Paul The Foolish Immortals 
Doubleday. July 23, 1953. 224p. $2.50. 


Mr. Gallico’s new novel spins yarn about search for 
formula, “the fruit the tree knowledge,” 
which the ancients the Old Testament are pre- 
sumed have attained their longevity. also 
tale the regeneration three different but scape- 
grace Americans, each whom made realize be- 
fore the end their adventure that money not 
everything. is, besides this, enthusiastic and per- 
ceptive picture Palestine (at least geographically). 
And, one must suppose, parable that reflects 
something Mr. Gallico’s own maturer philosophy 
well pretty sound piece edification. succeeds, 
remarkably well when everything considered, 
holding the reader’s interest and though the literary 
critic may not willing rate major fiction, The 
Foolish Immortals rates A-for-effort and little more 
than that. 


Joe Sears one the central figures the story and 
something the hero the tale. thirty-six, 
asmartie whose ambition make lots money fast 
and easy; looks life only the sucker works for 
life struggle for loot that will fall into the 
hands the guy with the gimmick and the quick 
shuffle. pretty nearly broke when gets the 
idea trying sell the richest woman the world, 
Miss Hannah Bascombe, the idea that can lead her 
the forgotten place the Holy Land where such 
characters Methusalah found the sustenance which 
prolonged their lives seven, eight and nine hundred 
years. Hannah already over seventy but seems deter- 
mined live forever, she can, and not only 
maintain but expand her power and possessions. 


meets young Polish Jew, handsome 
Levi, stranded San Francisco and without legal entry 
papers and convinces him play along with the plan 
take some the Bascombe money and, incidentally, 
get his identity papers and passport straightened out. 


Hannah Bascombe interested the preposterous 
Sears makes, but captivated more the 
youth and charm and agrees finance 
expedition Palestine search for the secret 
longevity condition that she herself and her secre- 
tary, beautiful Clary Adams, accompany it. 


That brings the four Palestine where Ben-Isaac seeks 
for and finds his uncle, Doctor Nathaniel Levi, rabbi 
turned archaeologist who now devoting his life 


AUG 1°53 


Editor 
John Jacklin, S.J. 


Associate Editors 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 
Eugene Willging 
(Catholic University) 


Business Manager 
Mildred Norton 
(Assistant Librarian) 


1953 


raising vegetables for Israel dutiful citizen the 
struggling young republic. Dr. Levi knows remote 
village where certain the elders apparently live 
greatly advanced old age eating secret substance, 
now rare and jealously guarded, called “the fruit the 
tree knowledge.” This mountain village, troglodyte 
survival from the stone age, situated beyond the 
borders Israel across the Jordan. The caravan sets 
out find and there are adventures along the way. 


hardly fair author expose all the plot 
such intricately contrived story The Foolish Im- 
mortals. Adult readers will, think, find stimulat- 
ing story even though they may wonder the incident 
the baptism Miss Hannah the clear headwater 
springs the River Jordan Jewish Dr. Levi who 
neither orthodox Jew nor orthodox Christian, but some- 
thing curiously like learned unitarian. doubt Mr. 
Gallico meant this story doctrinal tract; 
annoys being vague locating the faith his 
characters, probably because has tried please 
everyone and risked pleasing one. story and 
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Gallico Jowitt Cronin 


long parable, the theme that those who worship 
God are happier than those who serve Mammon, The 
Foolish Immortals pretty nearly top-drawer. 


Grady, S.J., 


University Scranton 
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Jowitt, The Earl The Strange Case Alger Hiss 
Doubleday. July 17, 1953. 380p. $3.95. 

The Earl Jowitt, former Attorney General and Lord 
Chancellor Great Britain, the latest major con- 
tributor the Alger Hiss Case. Lord Jowitt has the 
veteran lawyer’s tendency use guarded language and 
has enough discretion not challenge openly the 
verdict guilt rendered against Alger Hiss January 
21, 1950. You will perhaps recall that Hiss was sen- 
tenced five years jail because the perjury 
which was convicted. 


Lord Jowitt has evidently studied carefully every bit 
evidence the full transcript the second trial 
Alger Hiss, and has also thoroughly read Chambers’ 
book, Witness. observes himself: entirely 
detached from any political issue involved, far 
there may political issue. have not been re- 
less commissioned—to write this book. 
shall express opinion whether not Alger 
Hiss was guilty.” 

Lord Jowitt doubts, evidently, that Hiss would have 
acted Hiss did, were Hiss actually Communist. 
Moreover, the author has definite mistrust Cham- 
bers and any uncorroborated testimony that Cham- 
bers might give. considers Chambers very un- 
trustworthy witness, put mildly, largely because 
statements made Chambers Witness. Jowitt 
utterly unable understand why Chambers said, 
his meeting with Hiss August 17, 1948 that 
(Chambers) was unable recall whether not 
(Chambers) ever used the name George Crosley, 
was maintained Hiss. Jowitt does admit, though, 
that was also bit strange that Hiss was unable 
recognize 1948 the man whom had given the 
use apartment, rent free, 1935, and whom 
had also given automobile 1935. Jowitt can- 
not understand why Chambers cannot recall what 
name (Chambers) used 1935, when dealing with 
Hiss. Chambers said that could not recall what 
name was using 1935. That would seem strange 
anyone, not only the former Attorney General 
England. add the confusion, Mrs. Chambers 
testified that she had idea whatever the name 
she and her husband had used Washington 1935, 
when living rent free the apartment furnished 
them Alger Hiss. Thirteen years later Hiss was 
first unable recognize Chambers the man whom 
had been generous. all very strange. 


Jowitt emphasizes the superficial cross examination 
given Donald Hiss, Alger’s brother, despite the serious 
charges that had been made against Donald Cham- 
bers. The author implies that even Mr. Murphy, the 
prosecutor, did not always believe Mr. Chambers. Re- 
garding the documents written Hiss, and found 
the possession Chambers, Jowitt inclined be- 
lieve that these papers were stolen from Hiss and given 
Chambers. seems have much the same atti- 


tude toward the papers that were typed the Hiss 
typewriter, and also found Chambers’ possession, 
but admits that does not know how this could have 
been done. 

short, Lord Jowitt maintains that Hiss did not act 
Communist would have acted, and was therefore not 
Communist, least not Communist spy. 
the other hand, America July 11th, Mr. Douglas 
Hyde, English ex-Communist, maintains that Jowitt 
does not know how Communists act. Mr. Hyde holds, 
evidently, that Hiss did act like Communist would 
act under the given circumstances, and presumably was 
Communist. you wish become quite definitely 
confused over this issue, recommend that you read 
Jowitt’s book and Hyde’s article. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


LITERARY GUILD—AUGUST SELECTION 


Cronin, Beyond This Place 
Little, Brown. July 20, 1953. 316p. $3.75. 


Mr. Cronin has adventured into the mystery-detective 
field with this latest his novels and not his 
happiest work, although has not impaired his 
tation story teller with it. The pace seems 
ding; but that may condition arising from the kind 
story has chosen tell. The identity the 
villain-in-the-piece kept hidden until well toward the 
end; until that time, indeed, one not quite sure that 
there real villain the piece. 


Paul Burgess twenty-one, student the University 


Ireland, and applying for summer job teaching 
for which needs baptismal birth certificate, 
when this tale begins. His “widowed” mother, pious, 
church-going, hard-working, dour but devoted, 
strangely reluctant supply him with the certificate 
and must, finally, admit her son that his father 
not dead; that is, instead, serving life sentence 
English prison for murder committed fifteen years 
previously. She had come Ireland escape the 
scandal and start new life under her maiden name, 
renouncing her wedded name Mathry. Deeply 
turbed, Paul sets out discover what can the 
fifteen-year-old crime and returns the city where 
was done. The more probes into the past the more 
becomes convinced that something was wrong with 
the conduct the trial, with the presentation the 
evidence. His presence the town and his purpose 
becomes known and threatened attempt 
make him give his searching and back Ireland. 
But keeps relentlessly, almost hopelessly, forced 
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the insidious pressures cannot identify into the 
most abject poverty. Help comes finally from un- 
expected quarter and the case reopened, his father 
Paul finds new love the Swedish waitress 
who has befriended him and rejects the domination 
the pastor’s daughter. 


There are overtones social criticism throughout the 
book which raise above the ordinary mystery novel, 
as, course, does the character portrayal the central 
But, for all its excellences, the movement 
the story seems this reader slow and somewhat lum- 
bering. One has the suspicion that Dr. Cronin not 
particularly comfortable this genre, expert storyteller 
though be. 


Crabb, Alfred Home Kentucky 
Bobbs-Merrill. July 16, 1953. 339p. $3.50. 

The Great Pacificator was notable the politics our 
infant republic and approached quite closely the 
highest honor the land, honor from which was 
tudely shoved Old Hickory, his major opponent and 
worst political enemy. And around this same Henry 
Clay, Mr. Leland has woven another his soft-paced 
historical novels which great events and great men 
flow facilely from his smoothly moving pen. 


The young and penniless Henry Clay, armed solely 
with his license practice law and his mother’s con- 
stant advice associate only with “good” people, 
makes the perilous journey through Cumberland Gap 
from Virginia into Kentucky which 1797 was enter- 
ing only its sixth year state the Union. Barely 
surviving the journey, meets people such Goose 
Gaines, Hovey Alexander, Dr. Priestly, the 
ligans, Coombs and many others who are part 
his future career. Arrived Lexington, began 
the practice law, mainly land titles but with cases 
mayhem and murder thrown for the publicity 
they carried. And through his practice runs the web 
oratory—perfervid, hyper-emotional, touch bombastic 
but oratory such was dear the heart the pioneer. 
Clay’s political career was marked the same 
stamn, with his golden voice, easy manner and occa- 
sionally specious reasoning carrying him almost the 
pinnacle. 


Marriage Lucretia Hart followed and offspring were 
not wanting. Politics began tickle Henry’s fancy— 
first the Kentucky legislature, then the national Senate 
and finally the more important House with its speaker- 
ship. Clay developed did his powers suasion 
expressed his speeches and his compromises. 
And through all there grew steadily his soul the 
ambition become President, ambition never absent 
from his thoughts. But half-statesman 
tician Clay was never able meet his country’s prob- 
lems. was enough the statesman see his coun- 
try’s problems but too much the politician shun 
the easy outlet expediency. And so, under Madison 
and Monroe and Adams, Clay’s voice was raised 
debate and heard counsel; his leadership was fol- 
lowed and disputed but never was the outstandingly 
destined champion the West wished. Only 
the question the War 1812 did take un- 
compromising stand. other items compromised 
until one knew where stood. His first bid for 
the Presidency failed miserably 1824. the story 
ends with rousing public welcome back Kentucky, 
preparing for the campaign ’28. 


Mr. Crabb has written very readable and quietly in- 
teresting story which has woven together many 
the high spots Clay’s career with plausible 
though somewhat stilted the man 
himself. Humanly warm, intelligent, friendly, almost 
religious yet times was ambitious, self-seeking and 
politically stupid. The story told mainly ‘against 
gracious background post-pioneer Kentucky and 
suitable for all classes readers. 


* 


Ciano, Count Galeazzo 

Ciano’s Hidden Diary—1937-1938 
Translated Andreas Mayor. Dutton. July 27, 1953. 
220p. $4.00. 
The first published volume Count Ciano’s diary 
started January 1939 and ended with his final 
personal defense while awaiting execution Decem- 
ber 23, 1943. This present volume, with minor excep- 
tions, completes the diary covering the period from 
August 23, 1937 when began the diary, Decem- 
ber 31, 1938. 


This diary reads like the notebook script-writer for 
Marx Brothers comedy. There are brief references 
political persons and events, but the references are 
void intelligent appreciation and replete with 
comic-opera overtones that considerable self-discipline 
required the reader that remember this 
work importance the historians. The utter lack 
principles exhibited Ciano and his associates, 
especially Ciano’s father-in-law, Mussolini, reads less 
like the amorality genuine follower Machiavelli 
and more like the treatment politics “Call 
Madam.” 


Ciano reveals himself have been rather vain, naive 
fool, with political inconsistency from day day 
both major and minor matters. His deliberate adula- 
tion and imitation Mussolini reveals also that these 
characteristics limited intelligence, strong talk and 
weak action, and general indecisiveness also belong 
the Mussolini this period. 


Cotterell Horwitz 


Like even the most mediocre musical comedies, there 
are few lines which, another context, would 
more amusing than tragic. Duce was good 
form—aggressive and anti-British. His comment the 
English was that they have their minds the seats 
their trousers.” “This the epitaph want 
tomb, (Mussolini) said. ‘Here lies one the most 
intelligent animals who ever appeared the face 
the earth.’ The Duce proud his instinct, which 
considers, has indeed shown itself be, in- 
“The Duce praised several times—this 
overwhelms that incapable even thanking 
him. The truth that one only works order 
please him—to succeed this the greatest satisfac- 
tion.” “The Duce angry with Farinacci, the leader 
the anti-Semitic movement, for himself having 
Jewish secretary, Jole Foa. This the kind thing 
which foreigners see proof lack seriousness 
many Italians.” “Lunch the Palace, with Beck. 
sat next the Princess Piedmont, who does not like 
the Polish Minister. She finds his face equivocal, the 
sort face you might well see French newspaper 
that ravisher little girls. Perhaps she exag- 
gerates. But one should not ignore these feminine 
instincts.” 


There are few comments that are similar earlier 
Machiavelian and equally erroneous sayings. 
secret dictatorship the right—and their advantage 
over other regimes—consists precisely having na- 
tional formula. Italy and Germany have found theirs. 
The Germans racial ideology. Roman im- 
perialism.” “The Duce commented ‘When say that 
Switzerland the only country which can demo- 
frightful insult. like telling man that alone 
can hunchback eunuch. Only base, vile, 
insignificant country can democratic. strong and 
heroic people tends aristocracy.” 


The serious and determined historian may find few 
new details concerning the Spanish Civil War, the 
German occupation Austria, the Anglo-Italian agree- 
ment much sought Chamberlain, and the Munich 
agreement and its immediate effects. seems clear 
that one the most important factors maintaining 
and strengthening Italy’s ties the Axis was the weak- 
ness Chamberlain. The diary has extensive 
coverage these events, some which have been 
more thoroughly documented the English publica- 
tion, “Ciano’s Diplomatic Papers.” The average adult 
will more bored than amused. 


Joseph Maloney, 
Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB SELECTION 
FOR MIDSUMMER 


Cotterell, Geoffrey Westward the Sun 
Lippincott. July 16, 1953. 287p. $3.50. 

pleasant, and times funny, little syllabub with 
Cinderella plot, young English writer who took 
his material from American soldier-English girl rela- 
tions during World War II. 18-year-old London 


factory worker, with sister two years younger, 


Best 


mother widowed the Blitz, and sharp-tongued 
grandmother, tells the three American soldiers who 
stopped help when bomb damaged her home, 
Two were cheeky youngsters, frankly the one 
was well mannered, pleasantly helpful and definitely 
interested her. After meeting him again the home 
one the gentry who held open house for 
men, she broke her engagement fellow worker 
whose passion was muscle-building. Unfortunately, she 
fell love with the photograph the son that 
house, and for months dreamed romantically about 
him. When the original the photograph eventually 
jolted her back reality, she cabled the American boy 
she would marry him. Arriving the United States, 
she discovered that her young man (who had told her 
clerked store) was the son its owner, finan- 
cially established and able give her all the things she 
had yearned for. 


Though the character and personality the storyteller 
not emerge clearly enough show most feminine 
readers saw her,” contrasts between the 
three generations cockney Englishwomen are sharply 
drawn, and the dawning impatience with the existing 
class system clearly indicated. So, too, the contrast 
between the shrewd 18-year-old Linda and her 
sponsible younger sister, undisciplined child the 
war years. Interesting also the American reader 
the realistic ring English slang and East End idiom, 
unintelligible though may occasionally be. But most 
real and arresting the picture American soldiers 
war-time England and their effect upon the populace, 
with the inevitable concomitant war-brides vary- 
ing types and degrees sincerity crossing the Atlantic 
westward, Lightly and deftly handled, this provides 
evening’s entertainment. 


Helen Butler, 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Horwitz, Julius The City 
World Publishing Co. July 13, 1953. 219p. $3.00. 
Here book about New York. The author 
scribed the dust jacket “gifted new writer from 
Ohio who has made New York his studio, his school, 
his home.” Mr. Horwitz attempts what others 
have tried before him—to imprison the sights and 
sounds, tempo and character New York within the 
covers book. But New York elusive city, 
magical and deceiving and not easily captured. 
many things many men and one person can 
expected describe its every facet and mood. 


and short stories. his sketches the author depicts 
with almost photographic exactitude the elements that 
make various sections the giant metropolis. 
passage after passage, many them containing staccato 
sentences that somehow suggest the hurried pulse 
New York, catalogues his impressions. Unfortu- 
nately, too often these impressions are surface 
sions only—mere lists penny arcades, delicatessen 
stores, bargain shops, newsstands, bars, and not pene- 
trate intc the moving life spirit within. However, 
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does show that has really explored the city with 
keen eyes and ears. 


his short stories Mr. Horwitz less skillful, for here 
creates impression that everyone New York— 
whether “living out his life” squalid dilapi- 
dated flat Bleecker Street luxurious apart- 
ment Park Avenue lonely, frustrated and un- 
happy. native New Yorker can think many 
New York people who live well-rounded, useful and 
satisfying lives and are even happy. 


Within the narrow limits outlined above the book 
not bad. few contain offensive language. 
Aside from that fairly readable one-man impres- 
sion York. 

Rose Belvedere, 


Brooklyn, New York 


Wagner, Geoffrey The Passionate Land 
Simon Schuster. July 1953. 313p. $3.50. 
Nowadays the Communists are blamed for almost 
everything. Ubiquitous, conniving for the usurpation 
power, they are probably active every country 
the face the earth. What their actual movements 
are accomplishing possibly only the Politburo knows. 
And they tell! also probably true that there 
are non-Communist demagogues who, under the guise 
pseudo-libertarian leftist cabals are constantly jockey- 
ing for the same power. would pleasant sit 
back and watch them struggle and decimate their ranks 
until only the meek inherit the earth. But life not 
that simple. Free men cannot stand aside; they must 
enter into the struggle die careless victims these 
antagonists. essence, that the matter The Pas- 
sionate Land. 


Set modern Mexico, land explosive tempera- 
ments, hidden—and savagely primitive—emotions, this 
novel unsuccessfully melodramatic attempt 
particularize this struggle. The plot, brief, has 
with young widow from Wales, Sheila Glyn-Davies, 
who becomes enamoured Manuel, peasant-assassin 
who has been duped into killing the British Ambas- 
sador. Behind the facade pseudo-Communistic or- 
ganization, the Pilgrims for Peace, Dodds, business- 
man, capitalizes the political and social unrest. 
Pedro Guzman, Communist and talented painter, be- 
friends Jean Madison, amorally dissolute young 
American who becomes his mistress and subsequently 
kidnapped and left for dead the wilds Mexico. 
Pedro Varagas the chief the Mexican Security 
Police; latter-day Porfiry, knows Manuel com- 
mitted the murder but wants the young man see the 
errors his ideological ways. How the author mixes 
these ingredients and resolves them his secret. But 
also his weakness. 


Although Mr. Wagner possesses definite talent story- 
telling, needs pay more attention intrinsic de- 
tail his form. Often his characters are motivated 
him; they not seem act and for their own 
purposes. This the stuff melodrama. The reader 
surprised several occasions plot developments 
which are not even suggested earlier sequences. 
perhaps the major flaw the work that the author 
did not decide whether was serious novel dealing 


Wagner Crosby Cooke 


with important political-social phenomena our 
times whether wanted tell story filled with 
surface-exciting incidents. this lack clarity has 
erred severely. May his form and his matter blend 
more harmoniously his next work. 

John Coppinger, 

Johns Hopkins University, 

Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Crosby, Bing (as told Pete Martin) 
Call Lucky 
July 1953. 344p. $3.50. 


Horatio Alger’s heroes found themselves all kinds 
trades, but never was one entertainer. And never 
was one successful Harry Lillis Crosby. was 
the man who put the vertically parallel bars the “S” 
$uccess. Immodestly, der Bingle calls himself 
“Lucky” this relatively shallow but delightfully en- 
tertaining biography. 


Much the public life famous entertainer has 
been recorded fan magazines and news articles. 
what found here, told Pete Martin, Bing’s 
eye-view the same events: from his boyhood 
Spokane his first important break with Paul White- 
man one the Rhythm Boys, his tremendous 
popularity motion pictures, his various business 
deals, his multiple friendships (especially Bob Hope), 
his life with his late wife (Dixie Lee), his paren- 
tage his sons—it’s all here. Much has appeared 
condensed version the Saturday Evening Post. 


Though lacking some the profounder insights 
the mores and customs that fabulous place, Holly- 
wood, and does not reflect one the finer intellects 
found show business, won’t disappoint 
Crosby’s millions fans. And make sure reaches 
them, the publisher has put out paper-back edition 
this work the nominal sum dollar. 

Not being intrinsically pretentious high brow despite 
his innate qualifications one, the book reflects the 
personality its subject: carefree, optimistic, humorous. 
What more could one ask for hammock reading? 


John Coppinger, 
Johns Hopkins University, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


* 


Cooke, David (Editor) 

The Best Detective Stories the Year 
Dutton. July 31, 1953. 256p. $2.95. 
Remembering that any collection, rather selection 
few from among the many, seldom represents any- 
thing more than one man’s (or woman’s) opinion, taste, 
preference, none should ever too seriously take 
titles that presumptuously label contents: “The Best” 
whatever is. Unless you realize that this collec- 
tion one dozen yarns culled mostly from “the pulps,” 
each one different writer, represents only Editor 
Cooke’s choice, you will sadly come the conclusion 
that the state detective-story writing indeed sad 
and sorry. For this decidedly mixed-grill sort 
choice, ranging from childish pretty good, and with 
the better items being (as one might expect) the 
product the more experienced authors this difficult 


Simon Schuster. 


Nuttin Fontaine 


genre, e.g., Victor Canning, Mignon Eberhart, Eleazar 
Lipsky and Stuart Palmer. Anthony Boucher, hardy- 
perennial professional, comes stunning cropper with 
experiment mixing detective-story and space- 
fantasy; the result piddling tale that surely would 
never get publication except under his name. The 
best the lot happens, this grab-bag, the 
longest: “Death’s Eye View,” John MacDonald. 
But, course, that again only this one man’s opin- 
ion. You pays your money and you makes your own 
choice. All all, however, risk that this re- 
viewer would not recommend, for purely economical 
reasons. 


Nuttin, Joseph Psychoanalysis and Personality 
Sheed Ward. June 10, 1953. 310p. $4.00. 
Psychoanalysis and Personality, with subtitle 
Dynamic Theory Normal Personality, lucid trans- 
lation from the 1950 work Father Nuttin, Professor 
the University Louvain. Father Nuttin, trained 
the experimental laboratory Professor Michotte 
and superbly grounded the philosophy L’Institut 
Supérieur Louvain, one the very few men living 
today who equally home laboratory psychology, 
theoretical scientific psychology, depth psychology, phi- 
losophical psychology and the Divine view men 
given theological psychology. uses all this back- 
ground; however, writing primarily contem- 
porary psychologist search acceptable theory 
normal personality. 


The book divided into Introduction, two Parts, 
Final Considerations and Appendix. The page 
Introduction considers orthodox Freudian psychoanal- 
losophy culture. For the most part, this section 
factual presentation Freud’s views, although the au- 
thor has made use the criticisms some Freud’s 
former followers, well his own insights, indicate 
important lacunae and errors the Freudian system. 
For someone who wants quick introduction Freud- 
ian psychoanalysis, this section particularly recom- 
mended. 


Part One, “Psychoanalysis and the Psychology Man” 
will probably most interest the general Catholic 
reader. especial note the section “The atti- 
tude the spiritually minded psychologist toward 
psychoanalysis.” There careful evaluation psy- 
choanalysis science; there examination Ad- 
lerian ideas; there treatment non-directive 
client-centered therapy that refreshingly objective; 
there careful consideration moral aspects 
psychotherapy. 


Part Two, Dynamic Theory Normal Personality” 
likely rugged going for the general reader. But 
the specialist will find here highly original and provo- 
cative theory the personality based the total needs 
the human person. area psychological 
theory where the only needs generally stressed are the 
biological, the emphasis here the concept speci- 
fically “human needs” suggests the way real con- 
temporary theory the “human” personality. 


“Final Considerations” are treated the place psy- 
choanalysis the development contemporary psy- 


Best 


chology, psychoanalysis and the psychology the total 
personality, and succinct restatement the author’s 
theory the normal personality. 


The Appendix page presentation Adler’s In- 
dividual Psychology. There especially valuable 
annotated bibliography. 


Rev. John Stafford, C.S.V., 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


* * 


Fontaine, Robert Uncle Louis 
McGraw-Hill. May 28, 1953. 294p. $3.75. 

Uncle Louis made his debut Robert Fontaine’s first 
portrait the LaFrance family The Happy Time. 
Now, the poet, philosopher and would-be politician 
the center interest this second novel about 
French family Ottawa circa 1923. The story opens 
as, uninvited, Uncle Louis again takes 
with his brother Jacques, Maman, and Bibi. With 
Yvonne, his daughter, married “pale clerk who 
works bank,” Felice, his wife, off the Gatineau 
prepare for the coming grandson, and only the 
pect work view should join them, Louis balks 
and, with his tankard wine, establishes himself the 
conveniently located retreat next door. 


Such guest invokes variety reactions. For Bibi, 
Uncle Louis, heroic proportions physically, was 
equally heroic character; life became more colorful, 
more dramatic, more like life with Uncle Louis present. 
The volubility rather than the depth his conversa- 
tion impressed Bibi’s adolescent mind for this genius 
nonsense could talk for hours without uttering single 
concrete thought. For Jacques, violinist, hard-pressed 
retain his poorly-paid post since vaudeville about 
displaced motion pictures that required 
orchestral blandishments, Louis’ presence was mainly 
charity. For Maman, her brother-in-law presented not 
only another mouth feed table now under strict 
budget, but became incumbrance the household 
possessed the divan and, her strict Calvinistic 
propriety, evil influence over the innocent 
ibi. 


The story consists series episodes, comical 
effect, and guaranteed shatter Maman’s reserve and 
disturb the tenor calm Ottawa’s Lower Town. 
Readers The Happy Time know already that cognac 
was not the sole diversion Grandpére LaFrance and 
his eldest son Louis and that with widows especially 
they sought cut merry caper. 


Bibi’s story unfolds the sight Uncle Louis undertak- 
ing teach voice the voiceless Mme. Dubois for 
few sous and her company; seen delivering 
Indian another widow for nominal fee per week; 
The Terrible Twelve, dedicated making the rather 
gentle Bibi’s life miserable; now see him arrested 
and off the salad basket for barefoot dance the 
irresistible lawn Mme. Pinaud, followed with- 
drawal the charge word from LaMartin 
local party boss and admirer Felice who has per- 
suaded him inflate Louis’ ego with promises poli- 
tical power positions ranging from prime minister 
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dog catcher LaMartin becomes aware the men- 
tality the prospective leader. There are some fuzzy 
edges Uncle Louis and LaMartin’s role never 
does become too clearly defined but the sequence 
events and under threat exposure Louis for poli- 
tical graft (a) re-united Louis and Felice (b) pro- 
vides Louis with high position importance 
his newly established business with Felice and (c) ar- 
ranges that his daughter Irene, admired Louis, 
also employed the spot. 


Louis’ political aspirations afford the author oppor- 
tunity point topics public interest the cur- 
rent civic regime for, should Bibi’s Uncle have wit- 
nessed recent events might have seen his dream 
self costumed mayor become reality simul- 
taneously listened opponents such old world tradi- 
tional trappings berate their initiation this side 
the Atlantic and point the sidewalks still dis- 
repair. 


should, perhaps, stressed that while the LaFrance 
family French Canadian, cannot said 
typically every detail. There are groups Hugue- 
nots and other dissident sects French origin various 
Canadian localities but the typical French family 
the Catholic faith and neither the laws the land nor 
those the Church are taken lightly. Let then 
presume that simply writer’s prerogative in- 
sist that many thorough-going reprobates, both male 
and female, represent the ordinary folk Ottawa. 
But this entertaining story suitable for adults who 
know few the differences and, like all such yarns, 
not beyond the experiences most them. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Clement, Hal Iceworld 


Gnome Press. May 25, 1953. 216p. $2.50. 

Sallaman Ken, schoolteacher the world Sarr, 
finds himself working agent attempt 
break narcotic ring which smuggling drug 
called “tofacco” from alien world. Sarr hot 
that most common metals are liquids and most com- 
mon liquids are gases. Sulphur the basis the 
Sarrian metabolism. The world from which the 
“tofacco” obtained cold that Sarrian can only 
remain for few hours the best heated and insulated 
armor. The alien world is, course, Earth, and the 
story consists Ken’s solution the problems pre- 
sented Earth’s alien environment together with his 
efforts prevent his criminal boss, Laj Drai, from in- 
juring the earth his search for “tofacco.” story 
Earth-alien contacts the book well written from 
standpoint physics and chemistry. seems suitable 
for all readers. 


White, Victor, O.P. God and the Unconscious 
Regnery. May 11, 1953. 277p. $4.00. 


Father White, English Dominican who has made 
long and careful study the Analytical Psychology 
Jung, had intended write work God and 
the Unconscious that would fairly comprehen- 
Sive treatise which would cover the whole psy- 


Clement White Kazantzakis 


chologically, historically, philosophically, and theologi- 
cally.” that these elaborate plans 
“proved altogether too ambitious,” for from what 
see the present volume, which opinion the 
best work have the relation between Catholicism, 
psychiatry and depth psychology, certain that the 
projected book would have been definitive master- 
piece. 


What have instead are two introductory chapters 
the abandoned treatise, plus ten papers, some 
which have already been published elsewhere pam- 
phlet and journal, that were read before different 
groups England, America Switzerland, broad- 
cast over the B.B.C. Hence certain regrettable un- 
evenness the chapters inevitable. 


The Foreword the book (fortunately not covered 
the Imprimatur) was written Dr. Jung. ex- 
tremely interesting and thoughtful, also part con- 
troversial, statement religion and psychology. There 
excellent “Appendix Analytical Psychology— 
The Method and Teaching Jung,” prepared 
Gebhard Frei. There useful glossary technical 
terms. 


God and the Unconscious written Foundation 
Member and Lecturer the Jung Institute for 
Analytical Psychology Ziirich; but the author also 
Reader Theology Blackfriars, Oxford, and the 
editor Dominican Studies. Thus have volume 
interpretation contemporary depth psychology 
against solid background philosophy and theology. 
Father White vastly more sympathetic toward the 
Analytical Psychology Jung than toward Freud- 
ianism; but even Jung, Father White sees positions 
irreconciliable with Catholicism. Nevertheless depth 
psychology seems here stay; Catholics should 
aware and use complement the psychology 
handed down from earlier ages. How can thus 
used will found this volume. God and the Un- 
conscious, though written out deep scholarship, an- 
cient and contemporary, not over difficult for the 
general reader. pointed out Jung the Fore- 
word, will, however, most useful “to the theolo- 
gian, the psychologist and particularly the medical psy- 


chotherapist.” 
Rev. John Stafford, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Kazantzakis, Nikos Zorba the Greek 
Translated Carl Wildman. Simon Schuster. Apr. 15, 
1953. $3.50. 

The undue delay between the publication this book 
and the appearance this review can attributed 
large measure the reviewer’s initial reaction the 
book. This reviewer encountered unaccustomed diffi- 
culty reading beyond the first pages. read 
many flattering reviews and watched the book climb 
the ladder best sellers, wondering the while what 
there was the work that missed. Then the book 
quite suddenly disappeared from the best seller list. 


misleading call Zorba the Greek novel. has 
character study Alexis Zorba. The narrator, known 


only “the boss,” bookish young man (to call him 
philosopher would reflect those who are) who 
takes his inspiration from Dante’s Inferno and finds 
his pleasure writing biography Buddha. the 
story opens find him embarking for Crete where 
plans operate coal mine that has leased. While 
awaiting his ship meets Alexis Zorba—a 65-year-old 
jack all trades—whose ebullient personality marks 
him good traveling companion. “The boss” hires 
Zorba for the dual purpose operating the mine and 
providing amusement. The two set sail for Crete ac- 
companied Zorba’s santuri musical instrument). 


The rest the book primarily concerned with the 
portrayal Zorba. Most the episodes outlined are 
reflections Zorba from his past. The affair the 
monastery, the decapitation the widow, and the 
affaire with Bouboulina are the only episodes transpir- 
ing Crete. Each episode used highlight basic 
quality this fabulous character. When all has been 
read Zorba stands out impetuous man, devoted 
sensualism, whose prime interests are food, drink, 
sleep, dancing, music, and women. calls women 
his everlasting question; they appear his ever- 
lasting quest. 


The book written most facile style. Its phrasing 
and dialogue are extremely well done. The frequent 
and pointed use metaphors would equally praise- 
worthy were not for the fact that all too many 
them refer sex its various forms. 


The rise this book the best seller list tribute 
paid commercial advertising. Its sudden disappear- 
ance from the list may well indicate the disappoint- 
ment those who purchased copy. Your reviewer 
certainly does not accord this book the high praise that 
has been given the English and American press. 
Though great harm will result anyone who labors 
his way through these pages, seems advisable limit 
discriminating adults. 


Blanchard, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


REPRINTS 


Wells, The War the Worlds 
Pocket Books. Mar. 1953. 180p. $0.25. 


When this book first appeared 1898 was daringly 
original conception. The theme the story—the 
invasion our planet the inhabitants Mars— 
awakened popular interest outer space. The same 
theme, with variations, now repeated daily every 
drug store comic book display rack. Today this book 
will read those children (and adults with chil- 
dren’s taste) who can take their Buck Rogers and Space 
Cadets without illustrations. 


Wells Lyons Moore Allen Wellman 


Best 
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Lyons, Herbert 
Permabooks. June, 1953. 360p. $0.35. 


This story first appeared 1950 under the title The 
Rest They Need. The plot concerns the critical days 
the life ambitious editor, who, having success- 
fully managed one magazine, tries extend his au- 
thority another. His past successes have rested 
his driving ambition which stemmed from distrust 
all men. this same ambition grounded distrust 
that carries this story its climax. Had the author 
seen fit pen some virtue into his characters instead 
all vice, this story would have been fairly good 
tragedy. stands, doesn’t qualify even light 
summer reading. 


Moore, Ruth Candlemas Bay 
Pocket Books, 1953. 277p. $0.25. (Original Morrow 
1950, reviewed vol. 10, no. 16, Nov. 15, 1950, 
136. 


The account the misadventure and ultimate success 
family Maine fishing village. combination 
the authentic tang the sea air and the faint aroma 
pleasant, but manufactured, salt water taffy. Good 
characterization while away hour two. 


Allen, Hervey Bedford Village 
Dell, 1953. 448p. $0.35. (Original Farrar Rinehart 
edition, 1944, reviewed vol. no. Apr. 1944, 
2-4.) 

One volume series novels meant explore the 
American scene the 18th century. follows closely 
the heels The Forest and the Fort and under- 
stand the fortunes Salathiel Albine, one should have 
least resume the former book. Bedford Village 
largely concerns itself with the transformation Sala- 
thiel from man Indian environment that the 
white man. Although not without fault, Mr. Allen 
here again proves himself one the master story-tellers. 


Wellman, Paul The Iron Mistress 
Pocket Books, 1953. 492p. $0.35. (Original Doubleday 
1951, reviewed vol. 11, no. 10, Aug. 15, 1951, 


capable and careful historical novel rather than the 
prose epic that might have been possible with James 
Bowie, slave runner, Indian fighter, dueller, gambler, 
land speculator, soldier, and heavy drinker the sub- 
ject. The six episodes are but loosely related, but the 
exploits this American hero put even Buffalo Bill 
shame. 
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